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BOOK REVIEWS 



A Cyclopedia of Education. Vol. III. Edited by Paul Monroe. New 

York: Macmillan, 1012. Pp.682. $5.00. 

The third volume of this important work has appeared in one year after the 
second volume, and a year and nine months after the first volume. The general 
comments which were made upon the appearance of the first volume are appropriate 
to this one and need not be repeated. The main criticism to be made is that a dis- 
proportionate amount of space is devoted to subjects which possess only an anti- 
quarian interest, or which are not particularly related to education. As illustrations 
of the first sort of article may be cited the one and a half pages which are given to 
the discussion of the history of the term "high school," and the one-page treatment of 
the use of the term "glomery," which is merely a corruption of the word "grammar." 
Examples to illustrate the second type of article are found in the numerous biographies 
of men who had little or no special relation to education except that they were great 
scientists, philosophers, or literary men. Such are the articles on Galen, Galileo, and 
Francis Galton. With this prefatory criticism we may turn to a consideration of the 
more important topics which are treated in this volume. 

Two groups of articles which are among the most important of any in the cyclo- 
pedia concern state and national systems of education. The most important repre- 
sentative of this type of article in the present volume is the article on Germany. In 
the compass of forty pages is given a comprehensive survey of the historical develop- 
ment and' of the aims and spirit of German education written by the late Professor 
Wilhelm Munch, and surveys of the present organization of the elementary schools, 
the secondary schools, and the universities by men equipped to treat of those topics. 
The training and status of teachers, the curricula of the various schools, and statistics 
of attendance and of expenditures are given in detail. There are similar articles, 
though not so extended, upon the systems of Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, 
and Japan. The article upon Japan was written by Baron Kikuchi, and is interesting 
as the expression of the point of view of the Japanese themselves. A similar interest 
attaches to the article upon the education of the American Indian. 

This volume also contains a goodly number of articles which treat of the various 
subjects of study in the school or college. Among the longer articles appear titles on 
geography, geology, history, household arts, Latin, language and literature, and law. 
These articles commonly treat of the history of the subject in the schools, various 
conceptions of its value and methods of teaching it. Sometimes, as in the case of 
household arts, the teaching of the subject in various countries, is treated separately. 

Among the educational institutions which receive extended treatment are the 
high school and the kindergarten. An article which is particularly timely is one on 
industrial education, which gives in detail the forms of industrial education in vogue 
in the United States, England, Germany, and France. An authoritative article on 
growth is written by Professor Boas. This important article, however, is given only 
twice as much space as the article on the history of the term "high school" referred 
to above. 
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Some very interesting articles in the field of psychology deserve mention. Pro- 
fessor Judd has treated the genesis and development of imagination and of language 
in a way which throws light upon mental development in general. Professor Dewey's 
article on interest gives a very clear and satisfactory analysis of this much-disputed 
question, and the article on imitation gives clearly the point of view of his school on 
that subject. Professor Watson presents clearly the topics of habit and instinct. 

These citations will be sufficient to indicate the value of the cyclopedia, both to 
the general student of education who desires brief and compendious treatment, and 
also in many cases to the specialist who desires the latest information or an authorita- 
tive presentation of views. 

Frank N. Freeman 

University of Chicago 



A Revision of the Binet-Simon System for Measuring the Intelligence of Chil- 
dren. By F. Kuhlmann. Journal of Psycho- Asthenics. Monograph 
Supplements. Vol. I, No. i, September, 191 2. Pp. 41 + 11 plates. 
This is a somewhat more radical and complete revision of the Binet scale than the 
others which have been made by Goddard, and Terman and Childs, but is of the same 
general nature. The monograph contains a full description and directions for the use 
of the Binet scale, modified and enlarged, and an introduction which gives an account 
of the changes which have been made and general directions for the conduct of the 
test. The revision consists in the standardization of procedure, in shifting of tests 
from one age to another, in the elimination of certain tests and the addition of others, 
and in the extension of the scale so as to be applicable to younger children. All of the 
figures which are necessary in the use of the scale are given in plates, and a list of other 
materials which are necessary is appended. The author does not give results of the 
application of the scale, but states that his standard for the determination of ages in 
which a test belongs is the ability of 75 per cent of the children of that age to pass the 
test. The monograph is useful as an attempt to make the Binet tests more accurate, 
but does not proceed in the direction in which a test series for maturity must ulti- 
mately be worked out, namely, in the standardization of a group of the same tests 
which shall be applied throughout the period from early childhood to maturity, 
instead of a selection of miscellaneous groups of tests many of which are different for 
successive ages. 

Frank N. Freeman 



School Organization and the Individual Child. By W. H. Holmes, Ph.D. 

Worcester, Mass.: The Davis Press, 191 2. 

A modern book without a table of contents gives one a shock as he attempts to 
make his way into its pages; such a book we have in the present volume. The chapters 
one after another confirm- somewhat the impression which is made by this first lack 
of a systematic introduction. These chapters contain interesting descriptive accounts 
of many of the different methods that are employed in different parts of the United 
States to give individual instruction and individual promotion to children in element- 
ary schools. The several plans of individual treatment of pupils are reviewed, each 
under the name of the city where the plan is to be found in operation. Diagrams 



